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Teens Like Us Observes
National Pride Month

Briarpatch Youth Services recognized National
Pride Month in June in support of all sexual
orientations and gender identities.
Our Teens Like Us (TLU) Group hosted the 2019
Pride Prom at The Madison Children’s Museum
on June 1st, with over 450 youth in attendance.
Briarpatch is grateful for the forty adult volunteers
who chaperoned the event. Dancing, food,
photography, games and space for down time
were all provided at this annual LGBTQ+ youth
event. Truly, a success!
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TLU provides a safe place for LGBTQ+ youth
to meet with their peers. The group also serves
youth questioning their sexuality as well as youth
from LGBTQ+ headed families.
TLU meets every Tuesday from 5-7 pm at
Briarpatch and also organizes periodic social
activities. All activities are designed to promote
healthy, self-respecting lifestyles. Group topics
include HIV/AIDS prevention, self-esteem
building and leadership skills development. TLU
members can also receive individual counseling
and case management from Briarpatch staff.
Briarpatch recently hired a new TLU Group
Facilitator, Amy DeGraff-Castro. Amy is eager to
provide support and education for lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and queer youth ages 1318 and is happy to be part of the Briarpatch team.
Welcome Amy!

“TLU is a great place to be
unapologetically queer and angry
at oppression, while also remaining
incredibly safe, inclusive, and in a
respectful space”
~Participating TLU Youth

An outdoor stage provided space for local
performing artists to showcase their talents.Youth
entertained the audience with spoken word,
singing, dancing and hip-hop. Shady Grapes, a
local band, also performed later in the afternoon.

Celebrating young artists!
On Saturday, June 8th, youth and families
gathered at Briarpatch Youth Services for
our annual summer event, coordinated by
the Briarpatch Outreach and Engagement
Committee.

Attendees participated in a variety of activities
including 3-on-3 basketball, bean bag toss,
sidewalk chalk and four-square. Meanwhile,
other guests joined in to create zines, talismans,
and participate in poetry on demand. Local food
carts provided their fare and donated 15% of
sales to Briarpatch!
The talent of all the youth artists was very
impressive and appreciated by all!

This year’s celebration included art created by
youth that was on display throughout the event.
Visual art was shown in many mediums,
including oil, acrylic, charcoal, digital and
watercolor pieces; pottery and zines were also
featured.

Above: Creating talismans was a popular activity for many.

Below: Briarpatch Staff surprised everyone with their Uptown Funk routine!
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Supporting Sponsors

Art was displayed for all to enjoy.

Major Sponsors

Alexander Group
Unity Point/Meriter
Summit Credit Union

Youth Arts and Food Carts was made possible
with the support of many local sponsors. We
appreciate the community partnerships and
are extremely grateful for your contributions.
Below: Youth artist, David, proudly poses with some of
his work.

THANK YOU!!

Below: Youth hip-hop was enjoyed by all.
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Coney Island Studios holds BYS
fundraiser at The Winnebago
Friday evening, May 31st, Coney Island Studios
and The Winnebago held a rockin’ fundraiser for
Briarpatch! The space was comfortably filled with
folks of all ages who enjoyed music provided
by Ramona, Rocket Bureau and Alex Wiley
Coyote and TheRealDJPatty.
Everyone in attendance had the opportunity to
learn about Briarpatch services and socialize with
friends in a relaxing atmosphere. Briarpatch is
grateful to The Winnebago and Coney Island
Studios for making this happen!

Youth Development in Action
The Youth Job Center summer program will come
to a close at the end of August. Sixty-five (65)
youth enjoyed summer work with the Farm and
Garden Program or the Madison Summer Team
Program, which included Badger Rock, Allied
Drive and Northside neighborhood groups.

United Way Support: A Day of Action
On Friday, June 21st, nine Briarpatch staff and
volunteers took part in the United Way Day of
Action community volunteering. Our group (Jay
and Karl pictured below) worked at Goodman
Community Center with outdoor grounds and
gardening needs.

Contact Us
Interested in learning more? Contact us at:
Briarpatch Youth Services
2720 Rimrock Road
Madison, WI 53713
•
•
•

Phone: 800.798.1126
Helpline: 608.251.1126
Text: 608.285.2776

Email: contact@briarpatch.org
Or visit our website at www.briarpatch.org
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