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Youth Employment Program 

Briarpatch’s Youth Development Program provides opportunities for youth to obtain employment 

skills through our Youth Job Center (YJC), which includes Madison Summer Team and Farm & 

Garden Team. Support for Success is also part of our Youth Employment Program. 

The Youth Job Center’s goal is to provide youth ages 14-18 with the necessary skills for 

successful employment. An evidence-based curriculum gives teens the opportunity to learn and 

practice key employment skills. A blend of traditional classroom and activities-based exercises are 

used to accommodate all learning styles and skill levels. Topics covered include job application 

completion, interview preparation, communication skills and financial literacy skills. 

The Madison Summer Team is a summer employment program providing at-risk youth, ages14-

15, the opportunity to work in a safe and stable work setting with supportive and committed 

supervisors. Youth receive employment readiness training focused on team-building and 

developing a positive work ethic and leadership skills. The teams work in neighborhoods 

throughout Madison and focus on projects that help build stronger and more resilient communities. 

Four Madison Summer Teams will each employ 10 youth during  2019. Work locations will include  

the Badger Rock area, the Allied Drive area, and two locations on Madison’s Northside. Youth and 

their adult supervisors will each work approximately 12 hours per week from June 17th through 

August 9th. 

The Farm & Garden Team employs 22 youth, ages 15+ who will work approximately 30 hours per 

week at a tomato farm outside Madison. Youth are transported to and from the farm and are 

provided lunch daily. Work at the farm begins June 13th and runs through the end of August. 

Meet our Youth 

Employment Program staff 

Karl Johnson 
Youth Employment Program Coordinator 

Summer Employment 

● YJC staff will be 

recruiting at the high 

schools through April 

● 40 youth ages 14-15 will 

be hired for the Madison 

Summer Teams 

● 22 youth ages 15+ will be 

hired for the Farm & 

Garden Team 

● Summer work begins 

June 17 

● Interviews will take place 

in June 

Liliana Barrera 
Youth Employment Program,  
Youth Employment Counselor 

 

 

Support for Success 

Support for Success is an activities-based employment 

training curriculum designed to provide supportive 

training and work opportunities. Support for Success 

works with teens ages 14-18 who are interested in 

employment, but may need additional time and training 

to develop the necessary skills to succeed in the work 

place. 

Throughout the program, teens participate in group 

and individual activities for career exploration and 

experiential learning. Once training is completed, staff 

work with teens individually to secure private sector 

employment or supported employment opportunities in 

the community. 
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The month of February is designated as Black History Month, a time to honor achievements by African Americans and their contributions to 

U.S.A. Taking the time to celebrate reminds us that black history is our history, and provides an opportunity to highlight the best of black 

history and culture. 

The Briarpatch Diversity and Inclusiveness Committee planned several activities which provided an opportunity for growth and learning by 

staff, clients, and visitors.  Among the most successful activities was decorating agency doors with accomplished Black Americans. It provided 

a way for staff to research and highlight many individuals in a fun and creative atmosphere. There were very few honorees duplicated, and 

everyone was able to learn from other’s research and creations. 

“The time is always right to do what is right.” 

~Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Briarpatch staff activities included: 

 A display board  in the lobby for 

staff to place photos of an inspiring 

black historian 

 A door decorating contest! Over 20 

doors throughout our building were 

decorated in honor of 

Black History Month 

 Team trivia and a potluck 

lunch was held 

Over twenty doors were displayed throughout the agency with information on 

inspiring Black Americans. All staff voted on the door they deemed the best and 

Door #125, “Black Herstory” (pictured right) was awarded first place. This door 

displayed five black women who have marked their way on history. These 

honorees included Maya Angelou, Sojourner Trust, Madam C.J. Walker, Billie 

Holiday, and Oprah Winfrey. 

Doors throughout the agency recognized a number of Black Americans, mostly 

unduplicated. The celebration was such a success that is sure to become an 

annual event! 
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“We must never forget that Black History is American 

History. The achievements of African Americans have 

contributed to our nation’s greatness” 

     ~Yvette Clarke 

Right: This door created by  a 

Briarpatch outdoor enthusiast 

highlighted blacks in history who 

mastered and enjoyed hiking, 

climbing and exploring the 

countryside. Those honored 

included Matthew Henson, 

Charles Young, George W. Gibbs, 

Jr., and Kai Lightner. 

 

 

Thank you Mo’ Betta Butter Cookies!!!  

Latisha McDuffy, Mo’ Betta Butter Cookies, is a 

local entrepreneur who works to bring you back to 

your childhood with great tasting, old-fashioned 

butter cookies. 

Briarpatch staff purchased butter cookies for all 

participants, and Latisha donated a dozen cookies 

to the winner of the door decorating contest.               

We enjoyed our Mo’ Betta cookies (staff pictured 

left) — THANKS LATISHA!! 

Visit Mo’ Betta Butter Cookies on Facebook and 

Instagram! 

Did you know you can support Briarpatch when you make 

Amazon purchases? Amazon Smile, Amazon's contributing 

website, allows you to choose your favorite nonprofit - Briarpatch 

Youth Services - to receive .5% return on eligible purchases. 

Simply log onto www.smile.amazon.com and choose Briarpatch 

Youth Services as your supporting organization!  

 
Above: This door recognizes the role black women in our past and 

present. It reads: 

“A successful woman is one who can build a firm foundation with 

the bricks others have thrown at her.” 

        ~ Author unknown 
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Contact Us 

Interested in learning more? 

Contact us at:  

Briarpatch Youth Services 

2720 Rimrock Rd               

Madison, WI  53713 

 Phone: 800.798.1126 

 Helpline: 608.251.1126 

 Text: 608.285.2776 

Email: contact@briarpatch.org 

Or visit our website at 

 

  

 

 

 

Briarpatch  

Youth Services 

Looking for volunteer opportunities? 

If you enjoy working with teens and their families and are looking to gain 

experience in human services, please consider joining the Birarpatch Volunteer 

Team! 

The next volunteer training schedule will be held in June, 2019.  

Visit our website at www.briarpatch.org for details on volunteer opportunities, 

training and scheduling. 

 

Saturday, June 8th, 11 am—4 pm, Briarpatch 

staff will be hosting a youth arts event. There will 

be visual arts, dancing, music, vocals, drum 

circles and spoken word. A stage will be set up, 

with sound system for all youth to join in on some 

fun! 

Youth who create visual arts are encouraged to 

bring their pieces to display, and sell if they so 

choose.  

Food carts will be onsite for everyone to enjoy 

their favorite treats! 

Stop by to appreciate the creative work of our 

youth and learn about Briarpatch services and 

programs!! 

Please join us!! 

2720 Rimrock Road, Madison WI  

This event is sponsored by: 

Unity Point Health, Meriter, First Business Bank and 

American Family Insurance 

 

Pride Prom is a safe and sober event for LGBTQ+ youth ages 13-19. There will 

be DJ music for the dance floor, a photographer, pizzas and space to unwind 

with friends.  

 Date: June 1, 2019  

 Time: 7 pm—10 pm 

 Place: Madison Children’s Museum 

No need to register. Visit our website at www.briarpatch.org for more 

information. 


