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Support For Success Organizes Car
Wash for Sun Prairie Victims

In This Issue


Youth in the Support For Success program held a car wash at Briarpatch
Youth Services on August 8th. The group washed approximately 20 cars and
held a bake sale, raising nearly $200! All funds raised were donated to
persons impacted by the July 10th natural gas explosion in Sun Prairie.
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Support for Success (S4S) is an extended, activities-based employment
training program designed to provide supportive guidance and work
opportunities.
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S4S works with teens ages 14-18 who
are interested in employment, but may
need additional time and training to
develop the skills necessary to
succeed in the work place.
Through the program, teens are
provided with group and individual
opportunities for career exploration
and experiential learning. Once
training is complete, staff work with
teens individually to secure private
sector employment or supported
employment opportunities in their
community.

Above: S4S youth marketing the car wash
Right: Youth washing cars for a cause at
Briarpatch Youth Services

In May, Briarpatch
Youth Services
received the 2017
Program/Agency of
the Year award from
the Wisconsin
Association of Child and
Youth Care
Professionals!!

Teens Like Us
Participates in
Pride Parade
On Sunday, August 19th the
Briarpatch Teens Like Us group
participated in the annual
Outreach Pride Parade.
The parade kicked off at 1 pm and
marched up State Street to the
Capitol Square, ending with a rally
at the top of State Street.
Teens Like Us is a drop-in support
and social group for LGBTQ+
youth that meets weekly at
Briarpatch on Tuesdays, from 5
pm—7 pm.
Briarpatch Teens Like Us group was well-represented at the 2017 Outreach Pride Parade

Shine a Light

Briarpatch provides a safe place
for youth to be themselves, have
fun, get to know others, and learn
about topics affecting LGBTQ+
youth.

National Runaway Prevention Month
November is National Runaway Prevention Month and Briarpatch
staff are committed to creating awareness of the issues surrounding
these vulnerable youth with a month-long campaign. Planned
activities include:
 November 1—Official start of NRPM 2018
 November 6—”Wear Green” day, share photos on social media
 November 13—Light the Night, homes and businesses

throughout the area will display green lights this evening
 November 20—Teachable Tuesday, stats shared on social

media
 November 29– Twitter Chat, follow live discussions about

runaway and homeless youth issues @1800RUNAWAY using
the hashtag #NRPMChat
 All month, collections will be taken for needed supplies in our

Youth Shelter including: hairbrushes, underwear, sweat pants,
sweat shirts, t-shirts, socks, coats, toothbrushes, lip balm,
tampons, shaving cream, cough drops, and bus passes.
 Visit the Get Involved tab on our website at www.briarpatch.org

for more information

Donor Spotlight
A HUGE thanks to Eppstein Uhen
Architects Foundation (pictured
below) for their generous donation of
$5,000 to support the Briarpatch Youth
Job Center Program.

On the afternoon
of June 28th, friends,
families and neighbors
were offered fun in the sun
at the first annual
Briarpatch Block Party!

1st Annual Briarpatch
Block Party

Everyone was greeted by
the mounted police patrol
and local fire department.
A bounce house, face
painting, water balloons,
and yard games provided
entertainment in the
summer heat, while a
young artist displayed her
artwork and performed a
few spoken word pieces
inside. Local food carts
were in attendance as well.

Bean bag toss, face painting, and
mounted police patrol.

There were activities for attendees of all ages, including 3-on-3 basketball,
water games and sprinkler fun that helped combat the afternoon heat. A
competitive bean bag tournament was held, with the trophy going to Team
Cornucopia (pictured lower-right)!

“I know a place where the
state has abandoned
buildings, as well as
children. A place of broken
homes and battered
women trying to piece
together the problems of
tattered living, only make
us chatter faster once we
realize that humanities
missing, because all men
were created equal, but low
-income slums get
regarded different.”
-Sharita Holden,
Paradox the Poet

Inside, where the temperatures were much cooler, a Briarpatch youth, Sharita
Holden, also known as Paradox the Poet, displayed her artwork and
performed spoken word pieces.
Sponsors for the block party included:



Alexander Company



United Healthcare



Unity Point Health—Meriter



Summit Credit Union

Other supporters of the event were Fun Play
Inflatables, Funny Faces Family Entertainment,
Insight Counseling & Wellness, Pick-N-Save
Grocers, Kate Reilly, Briarpatch Board
Chairperson, Total Awards, and Woodman’s
Food Markets.

Youth Homeless
Summit
The Dane County Homeless
Consortium partnered with many
local agencies to discuss
solutions to youth
homelessness.

Above: Paradox the Poet expresses homeless issues
through spoken word, while Briarpatch Street Outreach
Coordinator, Tyler Schueffner, looks on.
Upper right: State Representative, Melissa Sargent speaks
openly on her ideas about the issue of youth homelessness.
Right: A panel discussion was held to provide questions and
answers from various perspectives. Attendees were
encouraged to ask questions to gain further understanding.

Contact Us
Did you know you can support Briarpatch when you make Amazon purchases? Amazon
Smile, Amazon's contributing website, allows you to choose your favorite nonprofit Briarpatch Youth Services - to receive .5% return on eligible purchases. Simply log
onto https://.smile.amazon.com and choose Briarpatch Youth Services as your
supporting organization! OR visit https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/2JR2HDK4H1KV1/ref=cm_go_nav_hz to purchase items directly from the Briarpatch
Amazon wish list!!

Donor Spotlight
Pictured right: Deborah Elsberry Ophime, State
Bank of Cross Plains employee, honors Nancy
Gomez, Briarpatch Runaway and Homeless Youth
Program and Volunteer Coordinator, with a gift of
$110 to be used for the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Shelter program. 2018 marked the bank’s
110th year in business. They generously awarded
each employee with a gift of $110 to donate to a
nonprofit agency of their choice!

Interested in learning more?
Contact us at:
Briarpatch Youth Services
2720 Rimrock Rd
Madison, WI 53713


Phone: 800.798.1126



Helpline: 608.251.1126



Text: 608.285.2776

Email: contact@briarpatch.org
Or visit our website at
www.briarpatch.org

